
Home Farm 
 
2020 what a year!! For us on the farm the pandemic threw up challenges but also several 
opportunities. 
  
With more meals being eaten at home and 90% of our income coming from sales to supermarkets 
we have seen increased demand for both our conventional and organic vegetables. This has resulted 
in the lowest levels of product wasted in the field that I can recall in my 23 years at Home Farm. 
  
The real winners and don’t ask me why, have been onions, leeks and brassicas. Meanwhile the 
potato market has been more tricky with the loss of many sales to chip shops and processors who 
serve the catering industry weighing heavy on the rest of the trade. 
  
I have to be honest though and say that the weather, and wasn’t it always been so in farming, has 
had more impact on the farm than the covid. The very dry spring and early summer had a devasting 
effect on those crops can rarely afford to irrigate. Those being barley, wheat and sugar beet. Yields 
of these were down by anything from 40 to 70% the only blessing for us is that these crops crops 
though important do not make up a large part of the farms income. 
  
Parishioners may have seen in the local press that we are part of the Felixstowe Hydrocycle Group. 
We are all farmers who with the help of an EU grant have invested in a pipeline from the Kings Fleet 
at Falkenham marshes to Bucklesham in order to pump fresh water that was being pumped out, in a 
damaging fashion, to the River Deben. This water is now being pumped back up the peninsular and 
into reservoirs for use later in the year irrigating valuable vegetable crops.  
 
We have purchased a robotic tractor which will spend most of its time on our organic land that lies 
between Felixstowe and Bucklesham roads.  It is CE marked and fails safe in any situation. The aim 
with it is to increase the number of passes of mechanical weeding we can achieve in order to reduce 
the hand weeding necessary later in the crops life. Hand weeding is very expensive and it becomes 
ever more difficult to source the labour to carry out this work.   
  
Finally our environmental and wildlife areas that consist of wild bird seed, insect and pollinator 
mixes are looking very tired now and we plan to cultivate and reinstate these in the late spring as is 
good practice. So with any luck we may just be able to bring some wildflower colours to the village 
as we all venture out from lock down. 

 


