
St Martin’s Church, Nacton 
 

Activities and Occurrences in 2019/20 

 
May 2019 was a delightful time for many in Nacton, though exhausting for the team of avid 
gardeners who opened their gardens one weekend in aid jointly for St Martin’s and the St 
Elizabeth Hospice. A great weekend, with plenty of visitors and of great benefit to our 
Church and the Hospice. 
 
Changes to the Sunday service provision throughout the Benefice have ensured that each of 
the eight parishes has at least one service with our Rector, Rev Canon Ian Wilson, officiating 
every month.  Service patterns have changed, so that St Martin’s now has one 8am Holy 
Communion (BCP) and one at 10.30am (Common Worship) each month. 
 
In June, our Big Event was on Saturday 29th when our Curate, Sarah Jenkins, joined many 
others in St Edmunds Cathedral to be ordained to priesthood. On Sunday 30th she led 
members of the Benefice congregations in her first service of Holy Communion at Kirton. 
 
Autumn was, as ever, a time for harvest festivals and St Martin’s celebrated theirs on the 
fifth Sunday with a Benefice Service, followed by refreshments for all. 
 
The fund-raising November coffee morning followed, and Christmas celebrations began 
with the triennial Christmas Tree festival at the start of December, both for St Martin’s 
funds, both happy social occasions for church members, the wider Nacton community and 
many visitors (with much planning and busy-ness long beforehand!) but, as usual, always 
the buzz of happy chatter. 
December carried on with Carols by Candlelight, then the Crib Service for young and old 
from the wider local congregation on Christmas Eve, and Holy Communion on Christmas 
morning. 
 
2020 began with the January Soup and Sweet, mixing fund-raising (again!) with pleasant 
socialising for many. This Lent many congregation members have been tackling a Diocesan 
eco-challenge which has encouraged us to consider every day what we do, what we 
shouldn’t do, and what we could do in the future to benefit the environment around 
ourselves and everyone else.  Some tough thoughts for consideration as we also aim to 
become an eco-church, and to support the Fairtrade ethos. 
 
As ever, both schools within the parish continue to support St Martin’s. Orwell Park School 
have their regular early-morning service each Thursday and many other services through 
their year, whilst members of the Ministry Team visit Nacton CEV Primary School each 
week, and each term the children and staff members process up to the church for a service, 
eagerly awaited by parents and friends.  
 
The Faculty Application by the PCC to the Diocese for use of an area inside the east /front 
wall for future cremation ashes internment and plaques, and installation of a firmer 
pathway alongside from near the front gate towards the composting area, for easier access 



to the area most regularly used for interments at present, was successful. And, as we strive 
to be more environmentally aware, measures have been taken to allow areas of longer 
grass and wild flowers to develop around the churchyard, to be cut like a hay meadow in 
late summer. 
 

However, the events involving the spread of Coronavirus around the world have hit St 

Martin’s hard, though we have been blessed so far with few cases locally. The church 
building closed, no services within, cessation of the Parish Magazine (delivery by hand 
involves touching too many letterboxes and breaks all the guidelines of lockdown and social 
distancing), no weddings with guests, no funerals within the building. 
 
Of course, we are no different from every other church community at this time, considering 
how to support our members and parishioners and the wider village. We have wonderful 
service details circulated online and on the noticeboards, the pew sheet has become a 
Benefice newssheet, also displayed for all, the Rector posts regular thoughts and sermons.  
We are blessed, in 2020, with phones (mobile or otherwise), with email and all the myriad 
social interactive sites online, with television and radio. Lockdown could be so much worse 
(remember the plague villages, sealed off completely in the past?) 
 
We do not know how long before we can use our churches, gather together for celebrations 
and memorials, meet for coffee and a chat, give someone a hug. We do know we are all 
supported within the congregation. 
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