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To say that the residents of Nacton village have had an eventful year this year would 
be somewhat of an understatement. Along with many other happenings we have, of 
course, had the usual numerous comings and goings, births, marriages, special 
birthdays and, of course, the inevitable deaths.  
During the past year, Christine Adams, James and Ann Modder and Malcolm 
Robson have celebrated their 60th birthdays, whilst Mike Pritchard was 70 and Pat 
James 80. The WI celebrated its 95th birthday and Orwell Park School reached the 
grand old age of 150. 
Sadly, Kendra Keys and John and Eileen Morris passed away – John and Eileen just 
three weeks apart. At Priory Court, several more residents also passed away – Bill 
Harris, Ed Soames, John Irving, Doreen Roberts, Geoff Jacobs, Doreen Snooks, Viv 
Dangerfield, Ian Digby, Jean Biddlecombe and Viv Daniels.  
On a brighter note, we were pleased to welcome new residents to our parish – Mark 
and Valerie Andrews, Paul and Maureen Soames, Martin Billam Snr, Martin Billam 
Jnr, Susan Ryder, Jan and Martin Broom – all at Priory Court. 
Mrs Newman left the village to live near her daughter in Cornwall whilst Sarah and 
Dennis Lindridge moved to Felixstowe. The new residents at Orwell Cottage 
returned. Having left the village last year, they decided to come back. Both Mrs 
Newman’s and the Lindridge’s properties have been sold and new residents moved 
in. Craigaghwood and Dapple Cottage have been sold and are in the throes of being 
renovated. April House, Kimblewood, Pinegrove, King’s Park House and one of the 
Woodview cottages all remain up for sale. Freddie and Katie moved into one of the 
newly-completed houses in Finney’s Drift, now called Beekeepers, but the other 
remains unsold. Paul and Christine Tattersall have now moved into their almost 
completed house, as have the occupants of Sholland Hill, which has also been 
completed this year. 
A new family moved into Ivy House where a new baby arrived soon afterwards – 
Oakley Smith. Three other new babies have arrived this year – Alexander Dean, 
David Panicea and Archie Hodges. May also saw, much to the amusement of many, 
a new family arrive at the shop, namely that of three garden gnomes. Nobody knows 
where they came from but they have taken up residence in the shop window, much 
to the delight of the village children.  
We held a village celebration in May to commemorate the marriage of Prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle when a “Right Royal Do” was held in the village hall. June saw 
David Green, our village postman, retire after 17 years of loyal service. A village 
collection saw David leave with numerous gifts and a large wad of cash for him to 
spend of a holiday of his choice.  
William Cook retired as chairman of the village hall committee and was presented 
with garden vouchers by way of a thank you for all his extremely hard work over 
many years. Our new village hall chairman is David Pearce. 
July saw our new curate, Sarah, take up her post as a trainee at the church. She 
was welcomed to St Martin’s at a special service where her favourite hymns were 
sung. In November, the church and Orwell Stores were both decorated with 
hundreds of knitted poppies, many made by members of the WI to commemorate the 
100th year of remembrance. The Community Council also celebrated the event with a 
huge bonfire on the playing field at the same time as hundreds of bonfires were lit all 



over the country. A two minute silence was observed on a cold November night by 
the many people who had turned up to watch the fire. 
The cricket square was dug up at the end of the season and a new, much bigger, 
area with extra strips was laid and had been lovingly nurtured throughout the winter 
ready for the new season. A new awning has been bought and donated to the 
pavilion. A new sprayer for the tractor has also been purchased to control some of 
the weeds on the field.  
September saw a group of poets wandering to the village hall for Mrs Bence-Jones’ 
poetry event. Following on from this, a new book of poems by many of those 
attending has just been published. 
Traffic lights appeared in the village while gully clearing took place outside George 
Court. Re-surfacing work was carried out at the bottom end of the village. New gates 
were completed at the Old Rectory and an old gate and gate post were knocked 
down by accident beside the village school. A water leak at the bottom of Post Office 
Hill caused problems to traffic, with water spilling out and causing a hole to appear in 
the road.  
December saw the village come to a standstill when an accident outside the truck 
stop café forced traffic diversions to be put in place. Unfortunately, the police 
directed the traffic, including lorries, into the village not realising they couldn’t go 
under the bridge. By the time police realised their mistake, the lorries were backed 
up to the war memorial, causing havoc. 
An attempted break-in at Orwell Stores on Boxing Day saw the wall outside knocked 
down and the door damaged. One of the perpetrators has now been sent to prison 
but, like many of the crimes in our parish, the incident did not appear on the police 
crime report.  
The Christmas window at Orwell Stores was decorated in pink to raise awareness of 
a Christmas raffle in aid of Ipswich Hospital’s Blossom Appeal. A quiz for the same 
appeal raised £2,800. 
Open Farm Sunday at Home Farm attracted hundreds of people to the village, as did 
the “Not the Chelsea flower show”. Both enjoyed beautiful weather and both proved 
a great success. 
A parish council ban on dogs in Victoria Field caused a great stir with a small group 
of dog owners. So much so that they produced a petition demanding that the ban be 
removed. Before an open village meeting could be held to discuss the matter, 
leaflets were distributed.  
All in all, our small parish has achieved a great deal. With an electorate of 623 and a 
precept of only £9,100, the parish has achieved a lot compared with other villages in 
the area. Long may we remain one of the best in Suffolk. 
 
 
Paula Warner 
Nacton village recorder 


